THE patient is a girl, aged 7 years, who presents an atrophy of the muscles of the forearms, especially on the left side. The wasting is more marked in the flexors than in the extensors. The hands are small, and there is marked wasting of the muscles of the thenar and hypothenar eminences. The interossei are also affected. The reflexes and sensation to all stimuli are normal. The upper arms are unaffected, and there is no abnormality elsewhere. No electrical reactions can be obtained in the flexores sublimis et profundus digitorum and in the small muscles of the thumbs. The condition was first noticed when the child was 3 months old, and does not seem to have progressed since. It was not ushered in by any illness. The patient was a full-term child -vertex presentation. The labour was easy and without instruments. There are no other cases of muscular wasting or paralysis in the family.
DISCUSSION.
Dr. WHIPHAM said that the interest of his case lay in the diagnosis between congenital myopathy and anterior poliomyelitis. If the lesion was congenital, the condition of the hands might not have been noticed until some time after birth when the child began to grasp objects. If it were anterior poliomyelitis, it must have commenced at a very early age, and have attacked chiefly, if not entirely, the upper extremities. The fact that the lesion was limited in extent, and that it had not progressed since it was first noticed, might possibly favour that view.
Dr. HUTCHIsoN did not regard the case as one of poliomyelitis if the history was accurate; the fact that it commenced when the child was 3 months old made that diagnosis unlikely. He had seen one case very much like it in which they were able to prove that the condition was due to the congenital absence of muscles, and that might be the explanation in this case.
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